T. S. SMITH — TIMELINE (based on that in: PEOPLE OF THE FORTH (5) THOMAS STUART SMITH , in Forth Naturalist and Historian, vol. 14 (1995) pp.101-09, by Susan Jamieson and Evelyn Paton)

1816 (or late 1815) Birth of Thomas Stuart Smith (place and date of 

birth still unknown). 

1827/8 Goes to boarding school at Bourbourg (near Calais [in fact nearer Dunkirk]). [School run by a M. Montennis.]
1834/5 Thomas working as junior master at this boarding school. 

1835/6 In London, hears of his father's death, and of the existence of his 

uncle. Alexander, in Scotland. Receives first gift of money from 

uncle in September [?1835]. 

Tutor to Henri de Meffray, with whose family he is living near 

Grenoble. 

[1838] Arrives in Naples with the de Meffray family, possibly in May. 

[1839] By September he is living on his own, being supported by his uncle 

and studying art seriously. [Appears to have had some tuition from the historical painter Filippo Marsigli (1790-1863) also a professor at the Academy in Naples].
[1840] Still in Naples, but visits Sicily at the end of the year [c. September]. 

[1841?] Again visits Sicily, possibly from October  until May 1842. 

1843-47 In Naples. Venice and Rome areas, continually painting, 

and still receiving financial support from his uncle.

1848 Possible prolonged residence in Rome. In November. Mazzini declares the Roman Republic. 

1849 In Paris by May, bringing pictures for the Paris Salon and the London Royal Academy. Has works accepted for both exhibitions. [NB: this is not true of the RA, where he only had one work accepted much later.] In Paris he hears of his uncle's death, then travels to London. 

1850-55 Thomas gathers evidence for his claim to Alexander Smith's estate. He earns money by painting portraits and teaching, including a period based in Nottingham (where James Orrock is one of his pupils). 

1856 In February, learns of the success of his [c]ase. In Italy the following 

winter. 

1857 Takes up residence at Glassingall House near Dunblane. 

1858-62 Lives mostly at Glassingall, with occasional visits to Italy. 

1863 Sells Glassingall Estate, and moves to Bedford Hotel in 

London, where he lives for about two vears before leasing a studio and living accommodation at 35 Fitzroy Square, his home to his death. 

[from p. 105: ‘He now began to build his own art collection in earnest, buying from a wide range of contemporary British and Continental artists. His bank account 

books also show that he frequently supported young artists with gifts of 

money.  Looking on the period at Glassingall as wasted years, he "regained some practice by study from nature (my particular gift)", during the summer of 

1864 and 1865. "During the winter months I took to drawing, as painting, for 

want of light, is out of the question". He travelled widely in England, Wales 

and Europe, losing or leaving behind piles of belongings as he moved 

from place to place.’]

[1865 Begins to submit works again regularly to RA, but unsuccessfully (p.106)]

[1866 Leases 35 Fitzroy Square (p.105)]

[1869 Submits ‘The Fellah of Kinneh’ and ‘The Pipe of Freedom’ for the RA annual exhibition. The former becomes his only accepted work there but is hung obscurely: the latter is rejected – in his view ‘on “Political grounds”, but was hung at the “Select Supplementary Exhibition”, {i.e. a salon de refusés’} round the corner from the RA. Smith was on the Committee which organised this, three quarters of which consisted of works rejected from theAcademy.’ (p.106)]

[1869, November – signs the founding deed for the Smith Institute before leaving to winter in South of France. Arrives at Avignon in early December and stays at the Hotel de l’Europe after failing to find other lodgings: dies there of a stroke on the evening of 31 December]

