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[S1XPENCE.

THE BONAPARTIST REACTION IN FRANLE.

Tt has been proved that Lhu‘e WAS 10 oceasion 1o hcat the rappel .

muiwn. urzluml ﬂle rappel to be beaten without canse, and thus

T reaction in France—the reality of which is no longer matter | thn& the whole affair was a trick ;. and that only one shot was fired | drew the people together, and put thoughts of émeutes, insurrec-

ot‘ doubt—has taken, if we are to believe the organs of the French |

the very pected slmpe of Bonaparti Tr does
not, however, seem very clear that this is the fact. Pruver Louis
- Napoleon—as e is still ealled in that country which professes to

have abolished all titles—has undoubtedly heen returned as w |
deputy for three several departments, as well as for Pavis iteelf, It |

is equally true that the crowds at the polling-places shouted his
name amid cries of “ Vive I Empereur!” and “ Down with the Re-
public ! and in one of the rural districts the polling-papers were
inscribed for “ Louis Napoleon as Emperor "—a method of voting
which would clearly invalidate his vetorn, i’ his majority depended
upon votes so worded. All this is disheartening enough to those
who wish well to the French people, and who have sympa-
thised with them during the antiquated tyranny

of the Bourbons of the elder branch—during the

inthe crowd, and that accidentally. It hosalso beed alleged that
Louwis Napoleonand his hest friends were mterl) unconnected with
and uncognizant of any such demonstration in his favour ; and
that it neither was nor is the wish of any member of that family to
trade upon the name of lhcir great reltive, by making any attempt
whatsogver, except as ind d bers of the A bl
exercise any power, influence, or control over the French puoplc.
The Parisians themselves are not quite decided apon the latter
point, as there is evidently a Bonapartist prediléction among the
people. But either this version of the affair is true or fulse. If true,
it, shows a deplorable state of weakness in the.Govérment, aud will
prepare Europe for its speedy downf.ﬂ fmm siteer incapaciry. I
it be proved that the E i the demon-

|

Gov LG

, to | they defeated their own object.

tions, and revolutions into their heads, the veriest gamin of the
streets will confess that they took u very clumsy and irrational
mode of proveeding.  If they were really afraid of the pretensions
of Louis Napoleon, and took this means of nipping future insur-
rection by hringingit to a head at once, and crushing it in the bud,
They have elevated Louis Napo.
leon into importance, and set people thinking abont him who might
otherwise have held him in contempt or indifference.  They have,
in fact, prepared the way for a real insurrection, by manwuvering
toproduce a sham one,

If, on the other hand, the government did not invest the affair,
but mervely exaggerated it; if there was a veritable and un-
mistakeable inswrrection in favour of a Bonaparte; if the evies of

shameless profligacy and unblushing eorruption
ofthe branch of Orleans—and during the diffi-
cult times that have succeeded the overthrow of
Louis-Philippism. But if, in addition to these
predilections for & great name—which was, after
all, nothing but a curse to France and to Europe
—a considerable portion of the French people
should manifest that they are still so smitten with
the ahominable phantom of military glory, that
they would try a 'Bonnpwu 8| their ruler, merely
he is a parte, di would

give way to a more positive fecling of shame and
anger, that, with all their boast of superiority to |-
r.ha reat of Hurope, they should show themselves
bly and so mischievously behind it.

'l‘o hoast of he.mg free, and yet to offer their
necks to the yoke of a man merely becanse he is
related to another man that was once o great con-
queror and a scourge of France, as well as of the
rest of Europe, wonld be a pitiable speciacle in-
dead for & nation to offer; and would show, at all
events, that o portion of the French people might
have a marvellous praiseof liberty in their mouths,
and yet in reality have the smallest possible con-
ception of its meaning.  Whatever the depth of
the Bonapartist feeling may be, Paris was kept in
a state of suspense for two days by fear of an in-
surrection, which had already commenced or was
to commence immediately, in behalf of this merest

shadow of a grest man’s memoyy. The rappel
was beaten in all the streets ; troops were poured
into the capital from the surrounding conntry ;
the Garde Nationale and the Garde Mobile were
up in arms ; Paris presented the aspect of a city
in & state of sicge, and the immense masses of its
population, moying to and fro from point to point,
showed themselves ready, shonld occasion serve, to
re-ennct the scene of the 15th of May, and pro-
claim some thing or some body, it did not seem to
matter what, In the midst of the confusion some-
thing was done: the uproar was not utterly fruit-
less. M. de Lgmariine took advantage of the
panic—asserted that shots had been fired—that
blood had been shed—and proposed in the As-
sembly that the laws of 1816 and 1882, forbidding
the entry of the Bonaparte family into France,
should be enforced against this particular pre-
tender, The motion was received by the Assem-
bly, which is believed as a body to be anything

but fayourable to the Revolution, amid deafeni
shouts of “ Vine la République !”

It has sine¢ been made tolerably clear that there
was in reality no Bonspartist insurrection at all;
that the Tixceutive Committee, feeling ity own
weakness, fook aldvantage of the election of M.
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Louis Napoleon Bouaperte for Paris, and of a
few struy cries by a portion of the eapricious and
insensate mob in his favour, to make this show of
strength, and thus endeavour to re-estalilish its
position in the Assembly—a position which its
own dissensions, vacillations, and incompeétency had
been daily impairing since its first establishment.
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WESTMINSTER m—mm NUW ORGAN SCREEN, WITH SEATS FOR THE DEAN AND SUB-DEAN, AND STALLS» [SEE PAGR 339,)
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