Oil portraits of Captain Sir John Ross (1777–1856)
b. 24 Jun 1777, near Stranraer; first years in the Navy, 1786–90; merchant service, Atlantic and Baltic voyages to 1794 (and learnt Swedish); East India Co. service to Sept. 1799, when he returned to the Navy as a midshipman; Lieutenant, 13 March 1805: appointed Knight Commander of the Swedish Order of the Sword for Baltic liaison service, August 1809 (with British permission to wear it from 1813); Commander, 1 February 1812; married Christian Adair, 1816 (one son, Andrew, b. 1819); N.W. Passage expedition (two ships) with his nephew Lt James Clark Ross, and Lt W. E. Parry commanding the other, from January 1818 to later that year (Parry returned separately in 1820); Captain, 7 December 1818; widowed, 1822; King William Land/ North Magnetic Pole expedition with J.C. Ross (private, in the Victory, sponsored by Felix Booth) May 1829–October 1833; married Mary Jones, 21 October 1834; knighted (bachelor) and appointed military CB, and granted permission to wear the Russian Imperial Order of St Anne, 24 December 1834, with renewal of 1813 permission to wear his Swedish order;  Knight 2nd class of the Prussian Order of the Red Eagle, June 1835 (also Kt 2nd class of the Legion of Honour and the Belgian Order of Leopold, dates tbc); British consul in Stockholm, March 1839 to autumn 1846; led Franklin search expedition in the Felix (private), May 1850–Sept. 1851: d. 30 Aug. 1856 in London, still a captain.
1. ? John Ross c.1820 at latest, or more probably James Clark Ross c.1820–30: Unknown artist, ex-collection Sir Robert Leicester Harmsworth Bt., 1937 (as Sir John Ross): head and shoulders in civilian dress, with a fur-collared cloak, 76 x 63.5 cm (30 x 25 ins). National Maritime Museum, BHC2982
https://collections.rmg.co.uk/collections/objects/14455.html
2.  1829 – by Benjamin Rawlinson Faulkner, exh. RA, 1829, no. 87: ‘Captain Ross, K.S., R.N., now on the voyage of discovery to the Arctic regions.’ Unlocated but probably the one at the attached link, since showing Ross in civilian dress with attributes of navigation and polar discovery (i.e. in advance of sailing in 1829):

https://d3d00swyhr67nd.cloudfront.net/_source/u-g-pmsvvn0.jpg
3. 1830 – by J. Beech [address: London Road, Leicester], exh. RA, 1830, no. 648: ‘Captain Ross’: only presumed to be John Ross, rather than another man of the name. Unlocated  [Could this be no. 1 above? J. C. Ross, was promoted to Commander on 8 November 1827, which is often given as ‘Captain’ as a courtesy form.]
4. 1833–34: unknown artist, ex-Ross family, 1917, to the RN Museum, Greenwich and NMM from 1936: three-quarter length, standing in civilian dress inc sealskin coat against a view of Felix Harbour camp in the Arctic,  142 x 114.5 cm (60 x 45 ins). National Maritime Museum, BHC2983 [ Brassington, Hawkins or someone else?]
https://collections.rmg.co.uk/collections/objects/14456.html
5 (a and b) 1834 – by Benjamin Rawlinson Faulkner, exh. RA, 1834, no. 261 ‘Captain Ross, K.S., R.N.’ Two versions recorded, both showing Ross in the 1833–43 full-dress captain’s uniform: 
(a) 90 x 72.4 cm (35.4  x 28.5 in.), half-length, dated ‘about 1834’. Scottish National Portrait Gallery
https://www.nationalgalleries.org/art-and-artists/3593/admiral-sir-john-ross-1777-1856-arctic-explorer
(b) Blouin Art Sales Index lists a 50 x 39 in. canvas (127 x 99.6 cm, unillustrated) indistinctly signed and dated 1834, sold at auction in September 1996: https://blouinartsalesindex.com/auctions/Benjamin-Faulkner-2355816/null. 
This was probably that sold at Christie’s Travel and Exploration sale of 27 September 1996, lot 139. 
These are both essentially standard-size canvases, the former probably a 36 x 28 ‘kit-kat’ half-length and the latter a 50 x 40 three-quarter length. Robert Hart engraved Faulkner’s portrait as a three-quarter length, so presumably did so from (b) assuming that was of the same pattern as (a). If so it was also presumably the one shown at the RA in 1834. It would therefore follow that the one in SNPG (purchased 1884), which does not show the left hand and part of the body below the belt, is a secondary version. 
The Hart print is here: https://www.nationalgalleries.org/art-and-artists/36837/admiral-sir-john-ross-1777-1856-arctic-explorer
5 (c). Faulkner [‘Faulkner, Senior’] also appears to have painted a different 50 x 40 in. oil portrait, mistitled ‘Admiral Sir John Ross, K.C.B. (1777–1856)’ when it was lent by C. Pearson to the 3rd National Portraits Exhibition at South Kensington in April 1868 (cat. no. 419, pp. 84–85). Ross was neither a flag officer nor a KCB but it showed him: ‘half-length, standing; l[eft] hand resting on a table; dark cloak; wearing several decorations.’ 
Faulkner also painted ‘Lady Ross’ (nee Mary Jones), exh. RA 1836, no.582. If a pair to that of her husband shown in 1834 this is likely to be a 50 x 40 three-quarter length. 

6. 1834 – by James Green, exh. RA, 1834, no. 330: ‘Capt. John Ross, K.S., R.N.’, 52  x 43 3/4 in. (1321 mm x 1111 mm). Green’s son sold this to the NPG in 1870 stating that it was painted immediately after Ross’s return from the Arctic in 1833, but it is not catalogued as either signed or dated. Ross is shown as a captain in the 1833-43 full-dress uniform (holding a non-official cap).  National Portrait Gallery
https://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/portrait.php?mkey=mw05454
7. 1834 – by Henry Hawkins, exh. SBA 1834, no. 117. ‘Here he stands, with his coat open, and without his hat and gloves, amidst thick-ribbed ice and eternal snows.’ (Morning Chronicle, 7 April 1834); ... ‘bluff, sailor-like features’ [and a] ‘characteristic representation of him enshrouded in snow, with his ship in the distance.’ (Arnold’s Magazine of the Fine Arts, vol 4, 1834, p.65); ‘ …the scenery of the regions of eternal snow is much more deceptively depicted in the distance than in the panorama in Leicester-square;….The glowing brilliancy of the stars above the head of the great navigator has a very fine and appropriate effect.’ (The Lady’s Magazine…, May 1834, p. 299). 
8. 1834 – by John Hayter, ‘Captain John Ross R.N.’, exh. RA, 1834 no. 306. [Perhaps another candidate to be no. 1 above, but as more likely J.C. Ross than John?]
9. 1834/1836 – by John Brassington of Derby (1798–1884): apparently painted in mid-1834, and. Painted for Commander Thomas Jones RN (1786–1845), formerly of Derby, and Ross’s second father-in-law from 21 October 1834 when he remarried to Jones’s daughter Mary  at All Saints, Langham Place, London. Exh. RA 1836, no. 35, and subsequently (or a version) in Derby in 1843, 1866 and 1870. 
10. Before 1866  – unknown artist: ‘Admiral Sir John Ross K.H’, lent by the RGS to the Royal Naval Exhibition at Chelsea, 1891 (cat. no. 30, p. 7.): measurements stated online by RGS as ‘c.86 x 112 cm’, but more probably 112H x 86W cm or 44 x 34 ins. Again Ross was neither a flag officer nor a Knight of the Hanoverian [Guelphic] Order. Royal Geographical Society, C.1866 T.4.
Other originals listed in RA catalogues
1834 – miniature by Mrs Mary Hamilton, exh. RA, 1834, no. 822. 
1834 – miniature by H. Hervé ‘miniature painter’, ‘Admiral Ross CB’, exh. RA 1843, no.366. 
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