Oil portraits of Rear-Admiral Sir James Clark Ross (1800–62)

b. 15 April 1800, possibly in Scotland: nephew of (Captain Sir) John Ross; entered Navy in 1812, serving under his uncle in two ships before the Isabella in which he accompanied him on the N.W. Passage expedition of 1818, from which they returned that year and Lt William Edward Parry in 1820; made two further Arctic voyages with Parry, 1819-20 in Hecla and 1821-23 in Fury; elected fellow of the Linnaean Society in his absence; commissioned Lieutenant, 26 Dec. 1822; third Arctic voyage with Parry in Fury, 1824-25, on which he was largely responsible for the scientific work; fourth  voyage, as second in command to Parry in Hecla, aiming to attain the North Pole,: they reached within 500 miles over the ice which stood as the record to 1875; promoted Commander, 8 Nov. 1827; elected FRS, 11 Dec 1828; joined his uncle John’s May 1829 – Oct. 1833 private N.W. Passage expedition in the Victory, financed by Felix Booth; became the first discoverer of the North Magnetic Pole on 1 June 1831 during one of his overland sledging journeys; promoted Captain, 28 Oct. 1834; led Antarctic scientific expedition in Erebus and Terror (later both lost with Franklin), 1839-43; married to Ann Coulman, 18 Oct. 1843, and settled at Aston Abbots, Aylesbury (four c.); knighted, 1844; Hon. DCL, Oxford, 1845; led first Franklin search expedition ending in 1849 as his last command; promoted Rear-Admiral 1856; widowed 1857; d. 3 April 1862 at Aston Abbots.
1. probably James Clark Ross c.1820–30: unknown artist, ex-collection Sir Robert Leicester Harmsworth Bt., 1937 as Sir John Ross: head and shoulders in civilian dress, with a fur-collared cloak, 76 x 63.5 cm (30 x 25 ins). National Maritime Museum, BHC2982
https://collections.rmg.co.uk/collections/objects/14455.html
2. 1834 – by Stephen Robert Wildman, exh. SBA, 1834, when Ross was a Commander, showing him in the 1833-43 uniform. National Maritime Museum, BHC2981 

https://collections.rmg.co.uk/collections/objects/14454.html
3. 1833-43 – attributed to Henry William Pickersgill, who had a portrait of Ross at the RA in 1848 (see below) but unlikely to be this one, since showing him younger and in 1830s RN uniform, but unclear whether as Commander or Captain (from October 1834):

http://www.wikigallery.org/wiki/painting_231681/Henry-William-Pickersgill/Sir-James-Clark-Ross-1800-62
4. 1848 – by Henry William Pickersgill, ‘Captain Sir James Clark Ross R.N., HMS Enterprise’, in naval uniform, holding a telescope, 710 x 901 cm (30 x 25 in), exh. RA 1848, no. 366. Scott Polar Research Institute, Cambridge, Y: 2007/8
https://www.spri.cam.ac.uk/museum/catalogue/article/y2007.8/
Engraved by Augustus Fox in 1850:
https://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/portraitZoom/mw202271/Sir-James-Clark-Ross
5 (a) 1850 – by Stephen Pearce,  in civilian dress, standing; oil on millboard study for ‘The Arctic Council’, 384 mm x 324 mm (15 1/8 . x 12 3/4 in.); bequest of Jane, Lady Franklin, to the NPG in 1892. National Portrait Gallery, 913 

https://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/portrait/mw05453/Sir-James-Clark-Ross?LinkID=mp03870&role=sit&rNo=2
(b) 1851-53, in civilian dress, standing (as above), in the group portrait of ‘The Arctic Council discussing the plan of search for Sir John Franklin’, exh. RA, 1853, no. 249. (NPG says dated 1851). National Portrait Gallery, 1508 
https://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/portrait/mw00257/The-Arctic-Council-planning-a-search-for-Sir-John-Franklin?LinkID=mp03870&role=sit&rNo=3
(c) 1871, seated at a table in RN uniform, 127.5 x 102.5 cm (50 x 40 in.), exh. RA, 1871, no 26, as ‘The late Rear-Admiral Sir James C. Ross, Knt., D.C.L., F.R.S etc., the Arctic and Antarctic navigator. Painted for Greenwich Hospital’ (i.e the former Naval Gallery in the Painted Hall). NMM, Greenwich Hospital Collection, BHC2979
https://collections.rmg.co.uk/collections/objects/14452.html
Other at RA
1844 – by Bernhard Smith (sculptor), 8-inch marble relief medallion, ‘Captain Sir James Clark Ross R.N.’, exh. RA 1844, no. 1344. Original marble now in the Linnaean Society; plaster casts from it in NPG, Royal Geographical Society and  SPRI, Cambridge, the last dated 1843. Smith’s brother was a lieutenant under Ross in his Antarctic expedition of 1839–43:
https://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/portrait/mw05451/Sir-James-Clark-Ross?LinkID=mp03870&role=sit&rNo=0
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