William Lindley (1833–1912) [Draft 2]
An amateur Sheffield artist who from around October 1889 was a very active member of the Surrey Art Club (founded in autumn 1886 and named for Surrey Street, Sheffield). He showed work at many of its monthly meetings and was latterly a committee member and occasional chairman. When it evolved into the Sheffield Art Society and Sketching Club in 1895 he became a committee member of that and continued exhibiting with it until at least March 1897.  
Although only recorded in connection with the club by his ‘W’ initial, he appears to have been the William Lindley who lived in Grenoside, a northern suburb of Sheffield, and was a schoolmaster from at least 1861 until some point in 1880s. In 1882, when living at 4 Skow Hill, he stood unsuccessfully as a candidate for the local School Board. The following year his wife, Mary, died suddenly at the age of 48, though their four children were by then between 25 and 19 and all employed. By the 1891 census Lindley had left teaching and was a ‘Newsagent & Correspondent’ (i.e identifying and providing stories for the local press) and lodged with a young widow and her children in nearby Greno Gate. The Sheffield art club meetings were so well covered in local papers from soon after ‘W. Lindley’ first became a member that it is very likely he supplied the reports – and the more so because they cease abruptly and completely after March 1897 when he is last listed as one. 
Sheffield Museums have a portrait by Lindley dated 1888 of Reuben Hallam (‘Wadsley Jack’, 1818–1908), spring-knife grinder, singing teacher and local dialect writer. Hallam was also painted by Willis Eadon (1863–1948), a founding and prominent member of the Surrey Art Club, and its Honorary Secretary in 1890. He must have known the older Lindley in that connection and – since he too was a schoolmaster – they were in the same professional and social milieu. This makes a for higher probability in identifying the Lindley in question, rather than the only other local alternative. This was a William Lindley (1857–1903) who is listed as a Britannia-metal smith in the 1881 and 1891 censuses. His only connection with Hallam is that both were buried in the large Wadsley cemetery. Lindley the smith never lived in Wadsley or very close: he just had the misfortune to die – five years before the far older Hallam – in the Ecclesall Barlow Union Workhouse (or its infirmary), a few miles to the south. 
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