Laura Margaret Fisher, 1872–1960  [Draft 22. 5. 2020]
Laura Margaret Fisher, subject and occasional portrait artist, was born in the Pas de Calais, France, on 18 January 1872, possibly at Pont de Briques, just south of Boulogne. Her father, Thomas Elcombe Fisher, was apparently a lawyer (as his father had been) and came from St Ives, now in Cambridgeshire (but then Huntingdon) as did her mother Eliza (née Underwood). They had married in London in 1860 but, when Thomas died at Pont de Briques in 1879, the family had apparently been living in that area since about 1867, since all three children were born in the Pas de Calais. In the 1881 census (when the widowed Eliza was 48 and Laura 9) the others were named as Harriet Eliza (14) and Thomas E. H. Fisher (12). They were then living in London at 2, Golden Villa, Mallinson Road, Battersea, and by 1891 at The Retreat, Eglantine Road, Wandsworth. By the time of the 1901 census Eliza Fisher appears to have died and both sisters were living with their brother Thomas, now a doctor, at 272 Wightman Road, Hornsey: their 11-year-old Surrey-born niece, Dorothy Beddoe – was also there. Laura was still living there with Thomas, both of them ‘single’ and Thomas specifically noted as a ‘surgeon’ in 1911.

Laura Fisher attended the Clapham School of Art, where in 1892 she was awarded the Mulready Prize by the Society of Arts as well as a Gold Medal. This appears to have been for chalk drawings from the nude, and included a £20 scholarship [date and exact ‘newspaper’ source TBC].  Between 1896 and 1940, as ‘Miss L. M. Fisher’, she was a reasonably regular contributor to the Royal Academy Summer Exhibitions. 
From 1896 to 1908, all of her submissions are made from the Hornsey address and were drawings, etchings and engravings. In 1898 she was also one of three illustrators who between them provided 12 coloured illustrations for a J.M. Dent edition of Dinah Craik’s novel, John Halifax, Gentleman. 
This graphic emphasis suggests that her early career may have been more widely as an illustrator. After a single item (‘Spring’) at the RA in 1896 she exhibited single works in all years from 1901 to 1908 except 1904 (none), two in 1901 and three in 1902. When she resumed a presence at the RA in 1917 it was as an oil painter from 9, Trafalgar Studios, Manresa Road, Chelsea, also showing in 1918, 1927 and 1934: of these four works, three were ‘subjects’ and just the last  a portrait (Phoebe, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. A. E. Cannon) . After that she seems to have turned to miniatures, the first being one of Mrs A.H. Beddoe (certainly a relative) in 1935 and three more  subject pieces in 1936–38. By the time she showed her last two RA works in 1940 (‘Memories’ and ‘Snow Pixie’) she had moved to 29, St. Anne’s Road, Tankerton-on-Sea, Whitstable, Kent.

Fisher later went to live at Bournemouth (4, Berkeley Mansions, Christchurch Road) and died there aged 88, on 11 April 1960, at 2, Cromer Road, Queens Park. If not a nursing facility, this may have been the home of Beddoe relatives, since probate on her estate of just under £13,830 was granted to a Margaret Beddoe. 
The Bibliothèque Nationale de France has a microfilm record of ‘Portraits  de Laura Margaret Fisher, peintre anglaise’ (XIXe-XXe s.) [no. 69] NE-63 (68)-FOL (p. 122) in its Collection Laruelle but its contents are not yet known. The only work identified by her in a UK public collection is a full-lengtht of Mrs C. H. Bailey, CBE, JP, (Gertrude Mary Bailey, née Buchanan, 1870–1941) in Newport Museum and Art Gallery, painted about 1918 to mark her appointment as CBE as a notable businesswoman and local philanthropist, since she is shown wearing the decoration. Regrettably it is in poor condition.
Summarised from Art UK discussion on Fisher’s portrait of Mrs C. H. Bailey, CBE, JP, (Gertrude Mary Bailey, née Buchanan, 1870–1941) in Newport Museum and Art Gallery.
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