H[enry?] Frost, fl. c.1850s–70s
There are three painting by this mid-to later-19th century marine artist in the Manx National Heritage collection. On shows the twin funnelled paddle-steamer Douglas at sea in rough weather with a sailing ship under topsails beyond. This Douglas, the first of two such paddle-steamers of the Isle of Man Steam Packet Company, was built at Glasgow in 1858 and sold at Liverpool in 1862, which suggests a painting date around 1860. The canvas is signed ‘H Frost’ with the leading upright of the ‘H’ and the ‘F’ hooked as if a ligated ‘J’. (The ship was subsequently used as a Confederate blockade runner in the America Civil War and, after capture, was taken into the Union navy.) There are also two sailing-ship portraits: one of the Manx schooner Rebecca with other ships beyond This bears the same signature as the Douglas: the other, of the schooner William of Douglas, is signed (with initials only) with the same ‘hooked’ characteristic: ‘HF 1860’. Both these pictures include what may be a single-funnelled Isle of Man paddle-steamer in the background but very distant in the latter. The probability that Frost was a Liverpool painter is suggested by the Isle of Man connection and a Masonic reference to a Henry Frost, artist, residing at 5, Gill Street, Liverpool in 1873. This appears for 23 January that year in the Country and Foreign Lodges section of the United Grand Lodge of England's Register of Contributions.  Frost is not listed in standard reference sources on marine painters but his distinctive signature may help identify other works that emerge.
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