Harry J. Jansen fl. c.1890–1932 [Draft]
Harry J. Jansen was a Dutch pierhead ship-portrait painter who was active in Rotterdam and Antwerp for a little over 40 years from about 1890. His work is widely distributed in Britain although not much is known about him. Unlike many pierhead practitioners he generally worked in oils and specialised in paintings of the Great Eastern Railway passenger and cargo steamers running to Rotterdam, Antwerp and the Hook of Holland, selling his pictures aboard these and other ferry service vessels as they lay in harbour. He often misleadingly appears as ‘A.J. Jansen’, from the idiosyncratic way he formed his first initial. He should also not be confused with the Danish-born but German-resident marine painter Alfred Jensen (1859–1935), sometimes accidentally called Jansen, who had academic training and became a professor at the Hamburg School of Applied Arts.
Noted from Art UK discussion on the painting of the steamer Douglas by H. Frost in the Manx National Heritage collection, February 2020
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