George Harrison, 1840–1910
Son of George and Eleanor Harrison of Canterbury, Kent, where he was baptised on 28 January 1840, and the 1851 and 1861 censuses show their address as 45 St George Street. He enrolled, aged 19, as a student of the Royal Academy Schools on 18 December 1858, living at 5 Grove Place, Camberwell Grove, and he was still noted as a student in the 1861 census (for his parents’ address). When he left the RA Schools is unrecorded and he showed no work in the summer exhibitions. By late 1861, however, he had done portraits of his local-councillor father, of ‘an African man, painted from life’ (possibly an RA model); also the head of a woman in Grecian costume and ‘An Arab Chief, in the dress of his tribe’. In 1862 he showed these as examples to gain two portrait commissions from the East Kent (now Canterbury) Farmers Club and one from the Sheriff of Canterbury (see: Kentish Gazette, 4 Feb. and 10 June, Kentish Chronicle, 8 Feb., Maidstone Journal…, 25 Feb.). ‘An Arab Chief’ may have been the picture reported in the Liverpool Mercury, 18 June 1887, as sold at that year’s Cambrian Academy exhibition (‘ An Arab’, no 16,  8 gns).
Harrison moved to Llanwrst, Denbighshire, by December 1863 where he married Catherine Hughes, daughter of a local blacksmith, and was thereafter primarily a painter of Welsh landscapes. He appears as ‘artist’ in the 1871 census, aged 31, with his wife aged 29, living at Ty Gwyn, Capel Garmon, Llanwrst (census address), but reported as close to Waterloo Bridge, Betwys-y-Coed. In the ensuing returns up to 1901 he called himself ‘landscape painter’, and some time after 1891 moved a few miles to Min Afon, Betws-y-Coed. Two daughters, Eleanor and Catherine Elizabeth, are noted as 7 and 4 in 1871. In 1891 Catherine was still at home with a younger sister, Jane Winifred, born in 1882, who in early 1909 married Griffith William Roberts (b. 1883). Harrison was a founder member of the (now-Royal) Cambrian Academy in 1882 and died at Min Afon, aged 70, on 9 June 1910, having been suddenly taken ill while relaxing after finishing a painting that day (obit. in North Wales Weekly News, 17 June). His recorded portraits by 1862 were of his father, Cllr George Harrison; ‘portrait of an African man’ and ‘an Arab Chief’; then in 1862 of Charles Neame, Chairman of the East Kent Farmers’ Club/Canterbury Farmers' Club; Henry Mount Esq of Nackington, Vice Chairman of the same; and the Sheriff of Canterbury; Cllr Bartlett Allen Chambers. At her death in 1992, Harrison’s granddaughter Kathleen Holland Roberts (b.1909) bequeathed to the RCA the early portrait of an African, a ‘Farmyard scene’ (oil, now called ‘A Cottage Landscape, with Cattle’), two miniatures attributed to him, and a ‘Waterfall’ (watercolour 1863) by S.B. Adams. 
Harrison is not to be confused with another George Harrison, b. Liverpool, 1816, whose mother was a flower painter. They afterwards lived in Denbighshire until he was 14, after which he went to London with a view to working in art. He did anatomical and  medical drawings in the Hunterian School in Windmill Street, but met and was encouraged in landscape by Constable. This led to him becoming a landscape and figure painter and teacher, in both London and Paris, with a preference for working and teaching en plein air, in which he organized summer Saturday painting outings among fellow artists. Elected to the Old Water Colour Society, his rising career was ended by his death from a heart condition on 20 October 1847. He was buried at Kensal Green. [PvdM 3/19]
