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THE INNER HALL

Sometimes portraits can lose their
identity, even when they have been in a
family for generations. Such a fate has
befallen the five portraits of men in
‘matching frames. The style of the
paintings and the sitters’ dress dates the
portraits to the later 18th century. The
identity of the men, however, remains a
‘mystery. The settings in which they are
depicted, and the attributes of their
professions shown alongside them,
indicate that they followed careers in the
military and the law. They are likely to
be ancestors of someone who married
into the Armstrong family, perhaps
‘William Henry Watson, who married
Lord Armstrongs sister Anne, or
‘Winifreda Adye, the first wife of William
‘Watson-Armstrong, Lord Armstrong’s
successor at Cragside. In between the
doors to the Library and the Turkish
Baths is another version of the portrait
of William Armstrong, Lord Armstrong’s
father, that can be seen in the Dining
Room. Above the door to the Library is a
portrait of William Watson-Armstrong,
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