Arthur George Mills, 1907–96 [updated to 14 May 2019] 
Mills was born in Walthamstow on 23 May (or possibly April) 1907 to James and Hannah Mills. His father was a Brixton-born carpenter and joiner and he was the fourth of five surviving children. The eldest was his brother, James William Thomas, then two sisters, Marjorie (or Margery) and Elsie. A second brother Reginald, who became and architect, was born in 1911, by which time another child born after 1901 appears to have died in infancy. Mills studied at Leyton Art School, the Central School of Arts and Crafts, London, and in 1927–29 at the Camberwell School of Art. He first worked in London before and to shortly after the Second World War, as a commercial artist and art teacher. His output included travel, industrial, and safety posters, some in an attractively bold, modern style (examples in the IWM and V&A). From 1939 he was also an ARP stretcher bearer in Hampstead, so may by then have lived in Belsize Park Gardens, the address from which his sole exhibit at the Royal Academy (a village landscape) was submitted in 1946 and where the electoral register notes him to 1948.  On or about 3 August 1948 he married at Hampstead to Lilian (or Lylian) Dorothy Priest (b. 1924) who is noted as a ‘printer’ in 1939, so they may have met through his commercial work. Soon after the war he turned to portraiture in oils, substantially though not always working from photographs, including for some portraits of deceased sitters. This seems to have started by about 1950 (from the earliest dated ones) and many were done through an association with the Hans Galleries at 40 Duke Street, St James’s, London. These were set up by Godfrey Hayman, who mounted their first portraits exhibition for the Festival of Britain in 1951, and specialized in seeking commissions for boardroom portraits of ‘men of enterprise’, and similar institutional, industrial and armed forces figures. They were painted by a stable of artists, of whom Mills was one for over 25 years, though he also advertised individually; for example as a ‘Portrait painter-photographer’ in the 'Tatler', (7 June 1961) and as late as 1975 in 'Country Life'. His portraits appear to be good likenesses, and sometimes dramatic by choice of background or lighting. Even when not wholly from photographs, however, they are essentially oil versions of them for a conservative clientele. By September 1956, when the first of their two sons was born, Mills and his wife were living at 99 London Road, Burgess Hill, Sussex: their second son was born in June 1961. By 1980 they had again moved locally to a flat over a shop (49a Station Road), though ‘Art’ after Mills’s name in the 1984 telephone directory indicates he was still active and the fact that his wife was registered as a company director suggests ongoing business there. He died on 16 May 1996 and was buried, or his ashes may have been, with his sister Margery (sic) at Ocklynge Cemetery, Eastbourne. The headstone there also commemorates their other siblings who died between 1986 and 1999 and were all cremated. His widow subsequently remained at Station Road and died in the Princess Royal Hospital, Haywards Heath, on 31 January 2019.

