Alfred Robinson, 1874–1931
by Frank Samuel Eastman, 1878–1964
signed and dated 1905
Robinson was manager of the Stag Line, a North Shields shipping company founded by his grandfather in 1846. In the mid-1920s he was chairman of the North of England Steam Ship Owners Association and he also played a large role in public life as a Tynemouth town councillor, a J.P. and supporter of good causes. These including being treasurer of the Tynemouth war memorial committee that raised about £30,000 for extension of the Tynemouth Victoria Jubilee Infirmary as its principal First World War commemoration project. This studio portrait by Eastman was painted in 1905. An earlier one (1903) of Robinson’s wife Constance (née Goodes 1878-1955) is also recorded, and a posthumous one done from a photograph of her brother Captain George Leonard Goodes MC, who died in WWI. Eastman was their first cousin, his mother and their father (a prosperous Walthamstow cigar merchant) being siblings. Robinson died unexpectedly at home in North Shields, aged 57, on 5 May 1931.
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